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Rotary Club Summer Fair

David Lee Oosterman Bequest
The Society has received a legacy of £15,007.91 
from the estate of the late David Lee Oosterman. 

Mr Oosterman was the partner of Stephen 
Jones, who was the son of Alun and Joy Jones.  
Stephen, pictured, died in 1996 and a full 
biography of the Jones family was reported in 
Cockpit 92, Winter 2009. 

The legacy was to the “Jones Family Memorial 
Trust, Chislehurst”,  that we use to run the 
Environmental Awards.  The legacy included an 
additional amount from the royalties of Stephen 
Jones’ books on anthropology published by 
Oxford University Press. 

Also received as part of the bequest were four 
sepia wash pictures of Chislehurst and a pencil 
drawing of St Nicholas Church along with an 
enamel timetable for the Royal Parade letter 
box c 1930.  These will be proudly displayed at 
the Old Chapel.
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The late Stephen Jones

There was a fantastic 
turnout to the Rotary 
Club Summer Fair.  The 
Society had a stand where 
we had displays of our 
recent activities.

Children enjoyed our 
badge-making activity and 
parents were able to ‘guess 
the number of nails from 
our roof joists’  at the Old 
Chapel. It was lovely to see 
so many of our members, 
both old and new.  

Fair Fun!



Interested in joining our expanding History group?
If you want to join our interesting but informal bi monthly history group meetings 

starting on Monday 5th October 7.30pm at The Old Chapel let us know....
Localhistory@chislehurstsociety.org.uk

We urge all our members and local 
residents to report any issues of anti-
social behaviour no matter how small 
they seem by calling 101. This number 
is only for matters which are not an 

emergency. 
Your help and assistance in reporting 
these issues will help the authorities 

address this unwelcome problem.
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Old Chapel Building Work

The works are progressing - it has been 
very exciting to see the new gable go up and 
most of the steelwork completed. The Old 
Chapel is really beginning to take shape. The 
new anticipated completion of the building is 

expected late August. 

Noticeboard
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Your Society Needs You

Volunteers are needed to help us:
1. Supervise the lettings of The Old Chapel

2. Assist with our approach to tree felling planning applications  
3. Co-ordinate our litter picking activities

Is this you? Could one of your friends be the right 
person?

Please put your hand up to help. Ring or e mail the society and we’ll 
discuss how you can support Chislehurst.



New Businesses
A number of empty premises have gone under offer 
since our last update.  The Town Team understand that 
a firm of solicitors and a clothing shop will be occupying 
two of these premises, but have not been advised what 
type of retailer/service provider will be  occupying the 
other premises.

The Library Site
The sales particulars went public at the beginning 
of February with a deadline for submissions of 22 
April.  We understand there have been a number of 
submissions for both retail and residential use. The 
applications are currently being evaluated and discussed 
with LBB Planning.  

The Society has taken its own initiative and would like 
your help collating a report of what our members 
would like to see at the Library site. Please complete 
the questionnaire here:
www.ch i s l ehurs t - soc ie ty.org .uk /Pages /
Committee/2015-05Newsletter/LibraryDevelopment.
html

Traffic and Parking
The modelling of a number of possible changes to the 

A222 in Chislehurst it still being undertaken and the 
outcome is being chased by the Town Team.  Once 
finalised these will be put to the Town Team for 
consultation.

Police Matters
The Town Team received representation from Belmont 
Parade traders about anti social behaviour in this area 
which was taken to the recent Ward Panel meeting.  
Both police and LBB Trading Standards and Community 
Safety have conducted checks and surveillance in recent 
weeks and are working together to address the ongoing 
issues both in the town and in Empress Drive.

Ponds
Please don’t forget to feed the birds with the small 
bags of mixed grain bird food available in High Street 
retailers including Champion Wines. Since our last 
communication we have noted a marked improvement 
in the number of “unwelcome visitors”. The town team 
is also pleased to report that less than 3 weeks after 
reporting the state of the pond path to LBB, repair 
works and resurfacing works were undertaken.

Events and Activities
The Chislehurst Business Group hosted Visit 
Chislehurst week between the 13th and 20th  June. 
The week was kicked off with the Summer Fair on the 
Common,  which was organised by Chislehurst Rotary 
Club.  A large number of local business organised 
events and special offers which ran during the week. 
The event attracted a lot of new business to local 
retailers and really showed our village in its best light.  
For updated information of other events please visit 
www.visitchislehurst.org.uk or follow Visit Chislehurst 
on Facebook and Twitter. 

Update from the Town Team
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The Town Team and Chislehurst Business Group continue to work 
tirelessly generating significant improvements to the High Street and 

parades. This is just a small snapshot of their latest activity.
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Some 35 Road Stewards joined the Society 
Executive Committee for the regular Road 
Stewards’ meeting on the 30th May 2015.  A large 
part of the meeting was dedicated to a discussion 
around the Old Chapel and its progress. The 
completion is scheduled for late August and a 
formal opening provisionally booked for the 12th 
of September 2015. The Society raised a request 
for volunteers to help operate and run the new 
Community Space which we hope will be at the 
heart of our village. 

Other topics which were touched on were 
• the initial results of the LIDAR ground  
 mapping survey of Scadbury and   
 surrounding open spaces.
• recent planning issues
• feedback from the Environmental   
 Awards
• activities of Bull Lane Action Group. 

There were a number of questions from the floor 
which have been topical of late to include the 

• Rat infestation at Prickend Pond
• The current position on the Library 
• Action to stop motorists driving into  
 Park Road from Willow Grove
• Planning issues regarding development  
 at the rear of Proctors.

The Big Chis Brush Up
Despite the threat of rain, a near record turnout 
of 14 volunteers met at the Red Cross Car Park 
for the latest Clean-Up event on Sunday 31st 
May.

Armed with bags and litter-pickers supplied by 
LBB the volunteers covered the High Street, the 
Recreation Ground, Belmont Parade and many 
roads on and around the Commons as far away 
as the cricket ground.

If you would like to be involved in future events 
contact our office on 020 8467 0900 and talk to 
Jo, or simply turn up on the day.

Future events in 2015 are scheduled for:
26th July
27th September
29th November

All events start at 10.00am and finish by 12.00 
noon.

Road Stewards Meeting



Heritage Matters
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The history group arranged a trip to Brooklands  
Museum, and an amazing day was had by all.  

Malcolm Campbell built his first shed here in 
1926 and extended it in 1931. The building, 
surviving today, was used by him as office, 
workshop and showroom until around 1935. It 
was here that his successful ‘Blue Bird’ racing 
and world record-breaking cars were often 
kept, displayed or even built. Today it houses 
a collection of racing cars, a driver’s study, an 
engineer’s workshop and displays of racing club 
memorabilia, around which the story of ‘The 
Great Racing Days of Brooklands’ is told.

The group were given a private tour of the 
Malcolm Campbell shed and enjoyed going on a 
speed simulator!

The Society’s History Group has been extremely busy these last few 
months. Below is a summary of some of their many events.

At the Spring Children’s’ Event at Chislehurst 
Library, some sixteen youngsters joined in the 
fun drawing treasure hunt maps of Chislehurst. 
It was a very busy morning!

The initiative to run coffee mornings with 
speakers at the library has been very rewarding 
with a regular band of approximately 40 
followers. The History Group hopes to host 
a similar series of talks in the refurbished Old 
Chapel in the near future - watch this space for 
more information. 

Charlie   Wheeler (photograph courtesy of Christine Barrett)
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The talk, “The Life and Times of The Albert Hall”, 
given by Keith Baldwin, Steward of the hall, was well 
attended and Keith ended up with a sing-a-long of 
some very typical songs sung at The Last Night of 
The Proms.   Everyone was given a flag to wave and 
the singing was rousing.  

Our next talk is on Thursday 2nd July  2.30 p.m. 
at The Methodist Church “The Railway Arrives 
in Chislehurst”. The talk will be given by Bernard 
MWurray, a railway enthusiast of note who worked 
for 30 years in signalling. Bernard’s enthusiasm is 
infectious and this promises to be a really interesting 
afternoon.

Member Talks
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The Life and Gowns of Heather Firbank

Talk by railway enthusiast Bernard Murray

Thursday July 2nd, 2.30pm
Methodist Church, Prince Imperial Road

Refreshments provided free

Tel 020 8467 0900 to reserve your seat
3D train models from the School Environmental 

Awards will be on display

The Railway Comes
to Chislehurst

The talk by Cassie Davies-Strodder from the 
Victoria and Albert Museum was enthusiastically 
attended by over 50 members, many of whom 
were dressed in Heather FIrbank’s signature lilac 
colour.  The talk was held at Coopers which is 
where Heather Firbank was also born in 1888. 

The talk was both interesting and enlightening and 
the audience enjoyed hearing of Heather Firbank’s 
Chislehurst connections as well as learning of her 
both exquisite and expensive taste in fashion. Carrie 
Davies Strodder commented,  ‘It was my pleasure 
to have such an interested audience’.



“We went to the CRISP event in Castlecombe 
School. It was so much fun, with plays, 
workshops, even food tasting! We were 
put into groups, each group went around 
to the different activities in the school. My 
favourite bit was the activity where you had 
to build a structure out of gummy sweets 
and sticks. 

There was the food tasting...some food was 
really nice! I didn’t try the herring, it was 
disgusting apparently. I liked the Australian 

Grants and Sponsorships

cakes really! I tried the French cheese.....it 
wasn’t nice. 
The plays were terrific as well! My favourite 
one was our school’s play. It was the 
aboriginal creation story. “

by Olivia S, Red Hill School

“The food was amazing, there were jelly 
worms, pancakes, chocolate and croissants. 
We were all in  groups and partners and I 
was with Jae. Some other people came and 
did some acitivities. 

When we looked around all of the food it 
looked great and tasty, but I mostly liked the 
pancakes. All of the food was amazing!”

by Millie Ann Peters, Chislehurst 
CE
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The Society provided a grant to Chislehurst Rotary in Schools Project (CRISP) 
who teamed up with Castlecombe, Red Hill, Marjorie McClure and Chislehurst 

CE Primary Schools for a morning of activities, where the children learned about 
Chislehurst’s connections with Australia, Canada, France and Germany.

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk email@chislehurst-society.org.uk
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Open Air Cinema The Big Draw
Sponsored by the Chislehurst Society, 
Chislehurst’s Open Air Cinema returns for 
a fourth year with family comedy, The Dish 
and a nostalgic trip to the swinging sixties.  
Chislehurst’s own cast of 60’s-styled locals will 
host the outdoor screening on Saturday 11th July 
on the playing fields of Chislehurst (St Nicholas) 
C of E Primary School, School Road.

Doors open at 7pm with a live band at 7.30pm 
and the film starting at twilight. Homemade pizza 
and BBQ food will be on sale, plus a licensed bar 
and themed craft activities for children. Cinema 
goers are actively encouraged to join the fun and 
dress for the era. 

Tickets are now available from jdm estate agents 
(41 High St), Higgs the Butcher (17, Royal Parade) 
or online at visitchislehurst.org.uk. The suggested 
donation for advance tickets is £10 per adult and 
£5 for children aged 4-17. On the day tickets are 
£12.50 and £7.50 respectively. All proceeds will 
go to the Trustees of Chislehurst Common who 
preserve our precious green spaces. 

Generously sponsored by

Tickets available from JDM estate agents (41 High St), Higgs the Butcher (17 Royal Parade) 
or online at www.visitchislehurst.org.uk 

On sale 

Higgs BBQ food, fresh pizza, licensed bar 
and craft activities for children

Bring something to sit on and an 
umbrella if it rains

a family friendly comedy based on the first moon landing 
in 1969. Get into the spirit and come dressed for the era.

The playing fields of Chislehurst C of E Primary, School Road, BR7 5PQ

Doors open at 7pm / Live music from 7.30pm / Film starts at twilight

Saturday 11th July 2015

OPEN AIR CINEMA

THE DISH PG

Advance tickets 

£10.00 for adults
£5.00 for children (4-17 yrs)

suggested donation

On the day 

£12.50 for adults
£7.50 for children (4-17 yrs)

suggested donation

*Tickets are non-refundable

Higgs Butchers

All profits go to TRUSTEES of CHISLEHURST COMMON www.chislehurstcommons.org

The Chislehurst Society has enthusiastically 
supported the Big Draw for the last twelve years. 
This year the Society will be sponsoring the 
Wishworks Puppet Show, the registration lanyards 
and one of the generators to power the tea urns. 
Our Chislehurst event is one of the top events 
from around the country. Last year there were over 
1800 Big Draw events. Our Chislehurst team have 
been given top awards seven times in the last eleven 
years.

This year our theme is ‘Every Picture tells a Story 
-Discover the Art on your doorstep’.  We will focus 
on famous artworks from our London Museums. 
There will be puppet shows, Morris dancers, helium 
balloons, face painting, a BBQ, a hog roast, a tea tent 
with home-made cakes and cookies, local music 
groups throughout the day, and lots and lots of 
drawing fun.

Saturday 26th September 1-5 pm on Chislehurst 
Common (between Manor Park Road and School 
Road). Entrance fee: Children £3.00 and Adults 
£2.00. All profits go towards The Trustees of 
Chislehurst Commons for the preservation and 
upkeep of our historic and precious land. If you 
would like to volunteer to help for the day contact 
Donna Bompas: dbompas@msn.com.
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Celebrating 25 Years of the Environmental Awards
The Awards were established in 1991 in the memory of two people who 

had worked to keep Chislehurst special for many years; Alun and Joy 
Jones. This year saw the 25th year of this very popular annual event.

Alun and Joy Jones were both 
active members 
of the Chislehurst 
R e s i d e n t s 
Association and 
were Road Stewards 
for many years. Both 
were members of the 
Executive Committee and 
Alun became Chairman in 
1975. He died in office and it 
was agreed unanimously that 
a Chislehurst Environmental 
Schools Award project should 
be established, on an annual basis and in his 
memory,  for the benefit of children and young 
people attending schools in the locality.  

In the February 1991 edition of  The 
Cockpit it was announced that ‘Last term, for 
the first time, all Chislehurst schools and foundation 

year students at Ravensbourne College were invited 
to undertake an environmental study of some aspect 
of Chislehurst’s past, present or future’. 

Entries for the Alun Jones 
Award for Environmental 
Studies 1990/91 were 
judged in May 1991 by 
the panel of judges to 
include Mrs Joy Jones 
and Stephen Jones, 

representatives of the 
Society, the Education 

Committee, the Civic 
Trust, the Conservators 

and Chislehurst Library. 

The Awards have taken place 
every year since and in 2013 

were renamed the Environmental 

The Awards in 2011.

The theme was “Changes in Chislehurst”

The winner of the Awards in 2009 was Farringtons’ School. 

The theme was “Green Chislehurst”.
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ALUN & JOY JONES

ENVIRONMENTAL

AWARDS2012

With the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics in 2012

this is the year to celebrate the GREAT in Great Britain!

Entries will be received by the Chislehurst Society at Bullers Wood School, St Nicolas Lane, Logs Hill, Chislehurst,

BR7 5LJ on Thursday May 17th 2012 between 3.30 and 5.00pm. Prizes will be awarded on Thursday June 14th 2012 at

Bullers Wood School from 6:00 - 8:00pm. Each entry must be accompanied by an entry form.

Forms are available from www.chislehurst-society.org.uk The Chislehurst Library or by calling 0208 467 4745

� DEADLINE 17 MAY 2012� TOP CASH PRIZES TO BE WON FOR YOU AND YOUR SCHOOL�

KingJames

THE PRIDE OFGREATBRITAIN

FESTIVAL

A + JJ POSTER*
FINAL:a + JJ 2012 poster  12/11/11  20:56  Page 1



and dedication that his grandfather brought to his 
work. Don advised drivers to always wear a seatbelt 
and helmet and to keep their hands ON the steering 
wheel, unlike his grandfather who had to wipe his 
windscreen with his own hands when travelling over 
100mph!
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Awards. 

Chislehurst Students who live in Chislehurst or go 
to school here are invited to submit creative entries 
based on a given theme. The theme changes each 
year so that over a number of years students are 
able to think about different aspects of Chislehurst 
- its people, its history, the environment, flora and 
fauna, and so on. 

This Year’s Awards
The 2015 Awards were presented on 21 May at St 
Peter and St Paul Catholic Primary Academy, St Paul’s 
Wood Hill. The subject of this year’s competition was 
“Chislehurst on the Move”. 

There were some overwhelmingly thoughtful entries 
including some beautifully decorated boots, model 
trains and replica models of the High Street. 

Congratulations to the winning schools - St Peter 
and St Paul School, and Babington House School, and 
to the 64 students who won prizes.

Bruce Hurn who started the awards 25 years ago 
was in the audience to see this, very memorable, 
award ceremony. 

Don Wales, grandson of Sir Malcolm Campbell, 
presented the prizes, and talked about the inspiration 

Bruce Hurn in the audience, who started the awards 25 years ago.

Don Wales presenting the trophy to St Peter and St Paul School.
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Some of this year’s entries, some 

of which have been on display in 

High Street windows. 



What are the new Rights?

The types of changes of use under Class M will be 
of interest to people concerned with the future 
viability of our shopping streets and parades. Class M 
permits changes in use from A1 Retail or A2 Financial 
and Professional services (e.g. banks, building society 
branches, estate agencies, etc.) to residential.  

Despite being increasingly seen in shopping areas, 
betting offices do not come within the planning 
definition of a retail shop or a financial/professional 
service.  The new provisions are, however,  applicable 
to betting offices (and payday loan shops) and they too 
will be able to be changed to residential use.

There is a range of technical criteria that might prevent 
a proposed change of use to residential under these 
“permitted development” rights including:

Permitted Development Rights

•	 if the building is located within a conservation 
area; and

•	 if the floor space to be changed to residential 
exceeds 150 sqm.

Before beginning the development (change of use) 
permitted by Class M of the Order the developer is 
required to apply to the local planning authority for a 
determination as to whether the ‘prior approval’ of 
the authority will be required as to:

1.	 Impact of the development on transport and 
highways;

2.	 Contamination risks in relation to the building;
3.	 Flooding risks in relation to the building;
4.	 The design or external appearance of the 

building; and
5.	 The likely impact on surrounding shops and 

financial/professional services, and in a key 
shopping area, the impact on the sustainability of 
that area.
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The new General Permitted Development Order has introduced, with effect from 
15 April 2015, several new changes of use (classes of development) that will be 

permitted without the requirement to obtain express planning permission from 
the local planning authority.  

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk email@chislehurst-society.org.uk
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The Permitted Development Rights in 
practice

The current permitted development under Class M 
above evolved from the changes introduced in April 
2014, which initially permitted A1 and A2 change of 
use to residential in order to meet a growing need 
for housing.   Since then there has only been a modest 
take-up of the opportunity to change the use of shops 
to residential.  

Central government monitoring data show that 
between April and December 2014 there were 402 
decisions by district planning authorities regarding 
applications for permitted development under 
the regime.  Of these, 251 required prior approval 
from the relevant planning authorities.   90 of these 
were turned down (representing c.25% of the total 
applications or 36% of those requiring prior approval).

In a short article in the Planning Magazine (8 May 
2015) it is noted that Watford Borough Council has 
approved 7 schemes under the new regime (one of 
the highest in the country).  All have been very small 
ex-shops within residential areas (e.g. corner shops).
In the same article it is stated that the City of 
Westminster Council had not received any such 
applications.  

I suspect that the extensive coverage of conservation 
areas may be a prime factor.  A planning officer is 
quoted commenting that demand for retail units 
is buoyant; and that they would be unlikely to grant 
approval to ‘prior approval’ applications. 

The criteria (1 to 4 above) which are addressed under 
the ‘prior approval’ process are largely fact-based 
assessments.  However the two considerations within 
(5) increases the scope for the exercise of discretion 
by planning authorities and increases the amount of 
uncertainty for property owners.

Relevance for Chislehurst? 

In the Chislehurst area these permitted changes 
of use will not operate within the larger shopping 
areas of Chislehurst High Street, a short stretch 
of Belmont Parade, Royal Parade and the parade in 
Chislehurst Road near to Chislehurst Station.  These 
shopping areas are all located within the Chislehurst 
Conservation Area.

These permitted development rights will be 
operative in all other shopping parades outside of the 
conservation area:  the majority of Belmont Parade in 
Green Lane including the Co-op site (the conservation 
area boundary cuts across the Parade); Edgehill Road; 
White Horse Hill parades; and Walden Road Parade 
either side of the junction with Clifford Avenue.
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The land is owned by the Diocese of Rochester, and 
classified as Urban Open Space, which means that 
development of the site is not permitted. However 
London Borough of Bromley (LBB) can allow 
development if it believes that the benefits would 
outweigh the loss of Open Space.

The Governors of Chislehurst Church of England 
Primary School (St Nicholas School) wish to 
double the intake to their school, but believe that 
the present site on School Lane is not large enough 
to accommodate the additional children. They have 
identified that the land on Bull Lane would be 
sufficient to  house the larger School they propose 
building, and have been in discussion to purchase the 
land from the Diocese.

Plans have been around since 2006, with funds set 
aside by LBB for a feasibility study in 2009, but there 
have been no public announcements. Following 
a private meeting at LBB in 2014, which involved 

Bull Lane Allotments

Councillors, and representatives of the school 
and the Diocese, it was apparently agreed that the 
Diocese of Rochester would lead on any future 
public announcements. None has yet been made.

It is evident that LBB is actively researching the 
implications of the plans, including searching for new 
locations for the existing allotment holders, and this 
has caused the allotment holders to form an action 
group. A public meeting was held by the Bull Lane 
Action Group on 23 April, which was attended by 
over 150 local residents. Tony Allen, the Society’s 
Chairman, spoke at the meeting, and a number of 
the Society’s executive committee members were 
present.

The Chislehurst Society understands that there is 
a need for additional school places in Chislehurst, 
and that the Governors wish to expand St Nicholas 
School to provide some of these additional places, 
which they cannot do at its current site. However, 
the plans they are working on will require the 
development of the land on Bull Lane.  The Society 
will have significant concerns about any proposal, 
whether for schools or otherwise, to develop this 
land:

It will result in the loss of Urban Open Space at this 
historic part of the Conservation Area of Chislehurst.
The traffic implications on Bull Lane, St Paul’s Cray 
Road and Holbrook Lane will be severe. The loss of 
allotments will be a significant loss of social amenity 
for Chislehurst.

We believe that the plans should be made public 

14

The Chislehurst Society has received confirmation that plans are being drawn up to 
develop the land off Bull Lane. The land has been used as allotments for the last 130 
years. We have expressed our concerns with regard to the plans, and urged early 

communication and consultation with residents and other interested parties.

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk email@chislehurst-society.org.uk



The Old Chapel, 3, Queens Passage, BR7 5AP  0208 467 0900

as soon as possible, so that residents and others 
are aware of them. We were also curious to know 
whether the Governors had reviewed alternative 
sites, and what implications there would be for 
purchasers of the newly built retirement homes at 
the former Chiesman House site.

The Society therefore wrote to the Head Teacher 
at St Nicholas School, with copies to the Chair of 
Governors, the Diocese of Rochester, Cllr Stephen 
Wells (Portfolio Holder for Education at LBB), our 
Ward Councillors, 
and our MP. Our 
letter expressed 
our concerns with 
regard to the plans, 
and urging early 
communication to, 
and consultation 
with, residents and 
other interested 
parties.

The Vice Chair of 
the Governors has 
responded to our 
letter confirming 
the information 
outlined above. He has also stated 
that he does not propose early public consultation, 
and will continue to undertake research into the 
technical aspects of the proposal until the stage is 
reached when an application can be submitted. At 
that point, he has stated that there will be one or 
two public displays, “so that local people can see the 
details and comment, and any comment considered 
prior to submission”.  

We do not believe this is enough,  given the sensitivity 
of the plans. At the open meeting on 23 April Tony 
Allen compared this approach to that taken by the 
consultants for the proposed Marks & Spencer 
development at Chislehurst Library, where there was 

a public display, wider community communications 
and a public questionnaire, well before the submission 
of any formal planning application.

There has been no comment from the school 
regarding attempts to find alternative locations.

The Society is disappointed with the responses 
from the school. In the absence of any additional 
information regarding the plans, we will continue 
to register our concerns, and so cannot accept 

that this important 
area should be 
developed, even 
for the building of a 
new school.

We have offered 
planning and other 
assistance to the 
Bull Lane Action 
Group, and we 
will continue to 
press the school, 
Diocese and LBB 
to communicate 
and consult.

We recommend that 
Society members should view the Action Group’s 
website, and consider supporting their activities.  The 
Group has nominated the allotments as an Asset of 
Community Value (which over 90 households have 
already supported), and as a Local Green Space. 
500 signatures were needed for the proposal to be 
considered by the Council and to date the Group 
has obtained in excess of 1300 signatures. The 
Council will consider this petition on the 29th June.

The Society will continue to provide support to the 
Action Group and to keep members updated on this 
important matter.
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The potential accessway to the Allotment site.



The AGM was again held at the Chislehurst Methodist 
Church.  As well as three inspiring speeches on 
Scadbury there was a varied selection of displays which 
highlighted the on-going work at the Old Chapel and 
evidence of the different grants and activities that have 
been provided and organised by the Society over the 
last year. 

Usual business was concluded but not before the 
Society thanked Lesley Pullar for her years of service as 
Vice Chair.  Lesley chose not to stand for re-election as 

Annual General Meeting

Vice Chair this year, albeit that she still remains an active 
member of the Executive Committee. Our sincerest 
thanks go to Lesley for her years of dedication and 
her particular role as Chair of the Grants Committee 
which she will continue.  Joanna Friel was elected as Vice 
Chair. 

Carole Souter from Heritage Lottery Fund hosted 
a panel of speakers on the hot topic of the future of 
Scadbury Park.  Judy John gave a very interesting talk 
on bio-diversity at Scadbury. Liz Whitbourn from 
English Heritage gave a talk on the significance of 
Scadbury and English Heritage’s plan thereto. Patrick 
Phillips from London Borough of Bromley concluded 
the presentations and addressed the  role of LBB in 
Scadbury and the operational realities in such parks.

The talks were both informative and inspiring. They 
truly brought home the importance of preserving the 
park for future generations and we hope will encourage 
momentum for the team moving the Scadbury project 
forward.  Photos courtesty of Adam Swaine. 
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Our annual general meeting took place on the 21st April 2015. We had a splendid 
turnout to hear both the formal elements of the meeting as well as some very 

inspiring talks from a variety of excellent speakers. 
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Please note on your calendar these events for the coming months. For an 
updated version please check the Chislehurst Society Website.

Dates for the Diary

Road Stewards’ News

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk email@chislehurst-society.org.uk

Three Road Stewards have resigned since our last update and we thank them 
all for their help and support. We welcome three new Road Stewards and thank 

another who has agreed to add two more roads to his “round”.
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Date   Activity    Place
2nd July 2015  Members Talk - 2.30pm
   ‘The Railway Comes to Chislehurst’ Methodist Church
11th July 2015  Open Air Cinema - 7pm    St Nicholas’ Playing Field
14th July 2015  ‘Chislehurst’s Coronation Glove’ - 11am Chislehurst Library
19th July 2015  Chislehurst Farmers’ Market  Hornbrook Car Park
26th July 2015  Chislehurst Clean Up - 10am  Red Cross Car Park
16th August 2015  Chislehurst Farmers’ Market  Hornbrook Car Park 
3rd Sept  2015  Members Talk - 2.30pm   Methodist Church
8th Sept 2015  The Flora of the Commons - 11am  Chislehurst Library
12th/13th Sept 2015 Heritage Open Weekend   Various
20th Sept 2015  Chislehurst Farmers’ Market  Hornbrook Car Park
26th Sept 2015  The Big Draw - 1pm to 5pm  Chislehurst Common
27th Sept 2015  Chislehurst Clean Up - 10 am  Red Cross Car Park
30th Sept 2015  ‘Great War Concert’  - 4pm  Babington House School
29th Nov 2015  Chislehurst Clean Up - 10 am  Red Cross Car Park

ROAD STEWARD RESIGNATIONS/
RETIREMENTS

Mr James Crawford (since 2013)
Mill Place

Mrs Iris Cook (since 2008)
Furzefield Close

Mrs Jacqui Spedding (since 2006)
Oakhurst Close

NEW ROAD STEWARDS

Mr Alec McTavish
Kemnal Road  (Worsley Grange)

Mrs Konny Carter 
Furzefield Close

Mr Neil Stevenson
Oakhurst Close

Mr Peter Griffiths
Barham Road/Barham Close (in addition to part of 
Green Lane)
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A History of Governesses and Queen 
Mary House
The role of salaried 
governesses has 
existed since Tudor 
times when it was 
considered a high 
position in society. 
By Victorian times 
governesses were 
appointed mostly to 
girls (whereas boys 
were considered as 
deserving a better 
education) and over 
time the role became 
less respected.

By the mid 1800s the 
status and treatment of governesses had become 
an issue of concern and in 1841 a public meeting 
was held in London to launch the Governesses 
Benevolent Institution (GBI), which was funded by 
public donations.  The aim of the GBI was to assist 
governesses in illness, distress and old age and to 

The Old Chapel, 3, Queens Passage, BR7 5AP  0208 467 0900

Queen Mary House, originally a Chislehurst landmark, has recently closed 
after 143 years of providing a home to retired Governesses and teachers. 

The Schoolmistresses and Governesses Benevolent Institution (SGBI) that 
supported the home has declared that there are now too few people, who 

qualify as beneficiaries of the charity, requiring a place in the home and so its 
sale will enable the charity to focus its help to beneficiaries in other ways.

raise the character of their position and to improve 
female education. 

The status and wealth 
of the GBI grew 
rapidly with royalty 
and the aristocracy 
among its patrons. 
In 1844 Charles 
Dickens was the 
guest speaker at the 
annual dinner.

The Chislehurst 
Connection
In 1870 the GBI 
purchased 2 acres of 
land at Manor Park 
Road in Chislehurst. 

A new home 
comprising 13 adjoined houses, including one for 
a superintendent, was built and opened in 1872. 
Each house had 5 rooms on 2 floors, a sitting room, 
kitchen, 2 bedrooms and a box room. They had 2 
bedrooms because each resident was required to 
have a companion living with them. There was no 

Queen Mary House pre-war



fixed charge, the residents contributed what they 
could. The home was given the unfortunate name 
of The Asylum for Aged Governesses though this 
was changed in 1911 to the Home for Retired 
Governesses.

In 1937 the rule for a companion in the Chislehurst 
homes was dropped and because of greater 
demand for places each house was converted into 
2 flats. In 1946 Queen Mary gave the GBI a gift of 
money and the name of the Chislehurst homes 
was changed to The Queen Mary Homes. Queen 
Mary paid a private visit there in that year.

In 1952, due to the pressure from the numbers of 
governesses and teachers requiring help, a further 

2

Planting a tree in 1967, watched by Earl Spencer

half of the houses were converted into bed sitting 
rooms with full board.  A sick bay and resident nurse 
were installed while the rest remained as flats. The 
final major change to the Chislehurst home was 
in 1967 when the old houses were demolished 
and replaced by the current Queen Mary House 
(QMH). This had bed sits as well as rooms with a 
kitchenette for 40 residents, a library and communal 
sitting and dining rooms. 
In 1972 a hospital extension was built to look 
after women who were temporarily unwell. This 
wing was named after James Beattie who had been 
Secretary to the GBI for 38 years.

In 1981 Viscount Althorp, Chairman of the Board of 
Governors, planted a magnolia tree in the garden 
to commemorate his daughter Diana’s marriage 
to Prince Charles. In 1983 he planted a tree to 
commemorate the 100th birthday of resident 
Miss Jessie White. Over the years several residents 
reached their century including Miss Sara Sajic who 
celebrated her 107th birthday in the home in 1997.

A large archive about the SGBI, its history and 
residents, is kept at the London Metropolitan 
Archives.             

By Lesley ReedQueen Mary, widow of King George V, visited Chislehurst in 1946, 

seen here at the Home with the Chairman of the SGBI



A Notable Resident
William Pett Ridge
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You may have noticed a gravestone in 
St Nicholas’ churchyard with the simple 
inscription:

 William Pett Ridge 1859 – 1930
 And his wife Olga
 Novelist and friend of the cockneys

A little research has found yet another notable 
Chislehurst resident. Though most will not 
have heard of him today, William Pett Ridge 
was a very well known author during the first 
half of the twentieth century. He published 
over 30 books, novels and short stories, two 

memoirs and a play. 

The books were tales of the life of the poor, 
the underdog or the cockney. They were 
very popular for their humour and sympathy 
without sentimentality and eventually a 
“Cockney School” of writers developed from 
them. 

Four of the books were made into films. Though 
the books can still be bought, the style is no 
longer fashionable and his name and fame have 
not carried on to the twenty first century.

William Pett Ridge and two of his published works 
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William Pett Ridge lived for the last 10 or so 
years of his life in Chislehurst with his wife 
Olga, whom he married in 1909, and a son 
and a daughter. As far as we know he lived at 
Mead View, Green Lane from 1921 - 1926 and 
at Ampthill 3 Willow Grove Villas from 1927 
-1930. During 
those 10 years 
he published 
a book every 
year, with a final 
book published 
posthumously.

William Pett 
Ridge was born 
in Chartham 
Kent on 22 April 
1859. He moved 
to Deptford and 
worked in London 
for the South 
East Railway and 
at the same time 
attended Birkbeck 
Institute.  

In 1890 he 
published his first 
of many sketches of 
London life in the 
St James Gazette, 
sometimes using the 
pseudonym Warwick 
Simpson. His first novel  “A Clever Wife” was 
published in 1895. However it was his fifth 
novel,  “Mord Em’ly” in 1898 that brought him 
success and fame as a novelist. 

By 1901 he was living in Hampstead.  As well 
as being a prolific author Pett Ridge gave much 
time and money to good causes.  He founded 
a Babies Home at Hoxton in 1907, he was a 

school manager in Somers Town and Bethnal 
Green, he was a prison visitor at Pentonville 
and gave time to hospitals and East London 
and City further education colleges.

Contemporaries describe him as delightful, 
kind and tender hearted, 
amiable and an excellent 
raconteur and humorist 
who was always ready to 
write and speak for good 
causes.

William Pett Ridge loved 
London but he also 
loved Kent. In 1927 he 
published a pamphlet 
called “In Summer Time” 
calling for donations to 
purchase Petts Wood 
in memory of William 
Willett the instigator of 
Daylight Saving.

We do not know much 
of his participation in 
local Chislehurst life 
and in fact his obituary 
in the Kentish Times 
says... ‘he lived among 
us quietly and though 
his appearances in our 

social life were rare they 
were invariably refreshing, 

whether to preside at a meeting, give a lecture 
or to plead on behalf of a charitable cause.’

William Pett Ridge died on 29 September 
1930 and his cremated remains are buried in 
St Nicholas’ churchyard.

Researched and written by Lesley Reed

Letter written by Pett Ridge from his home “Ampthill” ,



The History Group are putting on a concert 
at Babington House as part of our WW1 
centenary commemoration.

Ethel Bilbrough of Elmstead Grange (now 
Babington House School)  kept a diary 
throughout the war years. This has now been 
published by The Imperial War Museum; 
however Ethel was also an accomplished 
artist and composer.

The Society has obtained copies of her art 
work to display at this concert at Babington 
House where her music will be performed 
by the award winning school choir. 

Two of the songs composed by Ethel 
Bilbrough were set to words by John Menet 
Nussey and so, Marion Allen set about 
researching who he was and this led to 
some interesting Chislehurst connections. 

The investigation begins with John Nussey 
who married Mary Walker, his second 
cousin, on 8th January 1825 at St James 

Westminster. He was appointed Apothecary 
to King George IV and later Queen Victoria,  

By 1841 John and Mary Nussey were living 
in Chislehurst, on the Common. He kept a 
house in Chislehurst until his death in 1862.  
The house is variously described as “On 
Chislehurst Common in 1841”, between 
The Tigers Head and Coopers in 1851, and 
13 Bull Place in 1861. He also maintained 
a house in London, ‘Cleveland Place’ in 
Westminster.

John and Mary had eleven (known) children 
– all were baptized in Westminster – the 
eldest two were both named John , but both 
died ( John1 died before his 1st birthday in 
1826 & John 2 died a few days old in 1827)

Edward Richard Nussey was born in 1828.  
In 1861 he was living with his mother in 
Westminster,  shown as curate of St Mary’s , 
Ware, Hertfordshire. He then became vicar 
in Longney , Gloucestershire – not married.  

Georgiana Mary Nussey was born in 1829. 
Gertrude was married in 1872 (at age 43) 
to Henry Augustus Tremelett, a Captain of 
the Indian Army who died a few years later 
in 1875. They lived in Dover. Georgiana died 
in 1881.

Blanche Ann Nussey was born in 1831 and 
no more information can be discovered of 
her. 

Gertrude Eleanor Nussey born in 1834 
lived in Church Row, Chislehurst with her 
sister Constance  in 1881.
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John Nussey
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Rachael Elizabeth Nussey, born in 1835 
married George Booker in 1864. He was 
a Baptist minister in Kensington. Their 5 
children bore the surname Nussey Booker 
and their second 
son married Edith 
Mary Tiarks in 
1892.

Thomas John 
Hartley Nussey 
was born in 1837 
and  followed his 
father’s profession 
and qualified as 
a member of the 
London Society of 
Apothecaries in 
1858. He is listed 
in the Medical 
Journal of 1863 
and 1867 , residing 
at ‘4 Cleveland 
Place’ ( his father’s 
London address) 
and in further 
listings as residing 
in Australia.

Anthony Foxcroft 
Nussey was born 
in 1840 and 
married Mary Ann 
Charrington in 
1870. Her parents 
were Thomas Charrington & Emma Menet 
who married in 1845. They dedicated a 
stained glass window at St Nicholas Church 
in 1872.  Anthony and Mary lived at ‘Ivy 
Cottage’ in 1911. Anthony is shown as a 
retired solicitor. Their son John Menet 
Nussey (where our investigations began) 
and daughter Harriet lived with them. They 

had 3 servants and their house had 15 
rooms. 
Constance Grace Nussey was born in 1840 
(twin of Anthony) and was not married. In 

1871 she lived with 
Rachel and her 
husband George 
Booker & children 
in Kensington. 
1881 & 1901 lived 
with her sister 
Gertrude. By 1911 
she lived at ‘1 
Morley Cottages’ 
and was of “private 
means”

Frances Booth 
Nussey, apparently 
the youngest of 
John and Mary 
Nussey’s children 
was born in 1843. 
In 1877, she 
married Arthur 
Wellington Booker 
(younger brother 
of George Booker 
who married 
Rachael Nussey). 
They had 3 
daughters. He was 
vicar at Sproxton 
Leicestershire in 
1881 and in Sutton 

Veney, Wiltshire in 1891.  Frances died in 
1893 and Arthur died in 1895.

Tickets for the concert on 
the 30th September at 4pm 
at Babington House will be 
available from the Society in 
September.



Walden Manor
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We were 
sent this 
interesting 
p o r t r a i t 
and note 
by Pat 
Painting.

The photograph shows Mr and Mrs Dunne 
sitting outside what was then Walden Manor.  It 
subsequently became known as Waratah and is 
now the site of the new King’s Quarter. 

If you find any old pictures which feature 
Chislehurst or have a Chislehurst connection, 
then we would love to see them. Please email 
them to us at:

localhistory@chislehurst-society.org.uk

Obituary
Tony Turner was a former resident of Lubbock 
Road for 47 years,  He was a Road Steward  
during the 1980’s and 1990’s and member of 
the executive of the Chislehurst Residents 
Association.  Mr Turner was  Chairman of the Kyd 
Brook  Flood Liaison Committee and campaigned 
vigorously for flood relief work in the locality and 
was a regular contributor to Cockpit.  Mr Turner 
sadly passed away peacefully in Wiltshire on 25 
March 2015, aged 92.

And so we begin our new regular article on local road 
names: Harry Miller was the developer who built Degema 
Road in 1929. He had made money when he worked in 
Degema, a river station and port in Nigeria. Harry lived in 
Degema Road and was very choosy about who he sold or 
rented his houses to. His preference was policemen and 
we have learned that the road had the nickname ‘Coppers 
Alley’.  Harry lived in the house fronting Green Lane with a 
tennis court to the rear, which has now been built on. 

Burlington Parade is also named after an area in South 
Africa.   Look up to see the name carved in stone above 
the shops.  A  Mr Squires, who had invested money in a 
South African goldmine at a town called Burlington, built 
this parade. 

Degema Road
It’s all in the name


